
Office of Public Outreach 

Office of Public Outreach 
SPACE TELESCOPE SCIENCE INSTITUTE + 3700 SAN MARTIN DRIVE + BALTIMORE, MD 21218 

OPO and Citizen Engagement 

Stratis Kakadelis 
July 16, 2012 



Office of Public Outreach 

What We Do 

•  OPO is all about engaging the public 
–  Publicizing Hubble discoveries (News) 
–  Providing educators with astronomy-related 

materials for the classroom (Amazing Space) 
–  Being the public-friendly online resource for Hubble 

and JWST (HubbleSite & WebbTelescope) 
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What We Want 

•  Expanding how we engage the public 
–  We want to take advantage of emerging trends in 

social media and the public’s desire to be involved 
in science discoveries (Citizen Science).   
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We Can’t Do It Alone 

•  Citizen Science Needs Scientists 
–  OPO does a great job of making polished 

products but we aren’t a research organization. 
We need your help to find real research 
opportunities that can take advantage of the 
public’s enthusiasm. 

–  Successful projects are the ones that treat the 
public as true partners in the scientific discovery 
process. 

–  OPO is positioned to help develop the interfaces 
and publicize citizen science projects – let us be 
your partner. 
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What We Have Done 

•  Messages to Hubble 
What We Have Done 

•  Messages to Hubble 
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What We Have Done 
•  STEM Education Student Projects and Traveling Exhibits 
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What We Have Done 

•  Galaxy Zoo – Hubble Edition 
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What We Have Done 
•  Hubble Image Processors Site & Facebook Group 
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What We Have Done 

•  You Decide 
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What We Have Planned 

•  Heritage Legacy Project 
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What We Have Planned 
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OPO Resources 

•  National Education Program 
–  Amazing Space 
–  ViewSpace 
–  Teacher Workshops 
–  Cycle E/PO Grants 
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OPO Resources 

•  Online Media 
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OPO Resources 

•  Astrophysics Forum 
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OPO Resources 

•  Let’s Talk 


